
SUPPLEMENTAL INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION (S-IEE) 

PROJECT/ACTIVITY DATA: 
Activity Name: No1th Aqaba Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Country/region: Jordan 
Start Date: 11/30/2019 End Date: 11/29/2020 
Life of Activity Amount($): $5 Million 
IEE Prepared by: Dani Newcomb Date: 11/7/2019 
Amendment: No 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION RECOMMENDED: (Place X where applicable) 
Categorical Exclusion: . [ ] Negative Detennination with Conditions: [ ] 
Positive Determination: [ X] Deferral: [ ] 

l. PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The purpose of this S-IEE an1endment is to: 
I. Add a "Positive Detennination" for the threshold determination for the North Aqaba 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) activity . 

The Water Resources and Environment (WRE) Programmatic IEE (P-IEE), as amended in 
March 2019, includes "construction and/or expansion of water and wastewater infrastructure, 
such as treatment plants, pump stations, distribution systems." The P-IEE as amended in 
December 2018 added a recommendation of a "deferral" for all new activities. As such, this S
IEE established the threshold detennination as "positive" for USAID's contribution to the 
construction and civil works for the No1th Aqaba WWTP activity. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES 

USAID has been instnunental in the initial construction and later expansion of the No1th Aqaba 
WWTP. In 1986, USAID funded the construction of Phase I that utilized waste stabilization 
ponds (natural treatment) to treat 9,000 m3/d of influent. In 2005, USA ID funded $37.5 million 
of the $43 million Phase II rehabilitation and expansion. This included expansion of extended 
aeration treatment to increase the capacity of the plant by an additional 12,000 m3/d. 

The Second Expansion (Phase III) has been under construction since November 2017 and is 
expected to be completed in June 2020. Phase III is based on a design, build and operate (DBO) 
contract that ensures equal consideration to construction and operation aspects, sustainable and 
efficient service due to linking the remuneration and penalty with clear perfomrnnce indicators, 
retention of private sector specialized expertise and balanced risk allocation. The scope of Phase 
III includes replacing the waste stabilization ponds of 9,000 m3/d capacity with new 
conventional activated sludge wastewater treatment of28,000 m3/d capacity, to yield the net 
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average c1;1pacity to 40,000 m3/day. The consfruction.supervisionfor Phase III is ctin:ently 
funded by USAID under ·Wc1ter Sector Infrastructi.ire Project. The existing Noi1h,Aqaba WWTP 
Jrns·been ·e.ffectively managed, operated -and maintained by AW.since 1986. Phase Ur'will be 
oper~tcd·by the·DBO contractor for 5 yca.i·~ µpto .2025 with mo_nHor:ingllnP inspection by AW . . 

The N9rth A:.qaba WWTP is crjtic;alfor Aqaba city,Jt provides fo1proved and reliable services to 
treat the:generated wastewatei· flow.. This enhru1ces artd stistai.ns envi'ron.ii1ental and jnvestrrient 
c;oni:litions that support, devel.opmen.t efforts-in a water. sc.arce ,area 'by prodticing.1 J,'ooo 1113/d of 
h'eated flow (75% of gel)~fateq wastewater) for various agricultt~ral, re_sid~ntjal, tourism and 
ind us.trial. activities anci providing a continuous and reliable source of revenue for AW. 
USAID inv~st,inent,in Nqrth Aqa,bu Phase .Ill is -strategiq as it ·will fi1rther the strong:legacy of 
USG supp-ort for the treatment plant ifs ,:vell as pi·otect ,vatef tesourc'es arid helf1ing Jorchm 1i1:(!et 
its water sc~rGity 1;:hallenges. Ensuring sustainable water supply-is:a pi'iority of the CoJ, and a 
key ·factor hi ensuring Jordan's stabilify. 

While consl}uctfo1toJ the Phase III expansion is 85 percent complete, ther~ have been financing, 
issues that have led Aqaba Water to seek adqitional .fimding to cornplete the f:lroj¢ct.. Iii the · 
a):,sen.ce of USG support, completion ofthe :ptoject 'is i11jeopardy ,vhich is why USAID will 
provide lip to $.5 milhon to funci the rest of the otits\a11dj_hg co11strucHon and_ civil work. 

CLIMATE RISK MANAGEIVIENT 

.Climate Risk:Screenin_g for the WREPAD .. was conducted in December 2018 which is after the 
initial ·c'oinme1\cement date for the constrirction of this activity inNovem])er 20 l 7. Therefore, 

, tius activity is exempt fi-om climate.lisk screeriing, 

REVlSIONS 

If during iinplemerttatiqn, project activities are coilsiderecl outside .~f tbose desc1:ibe<l in this 
document, an amendment shall be: submitted .. Pursuant to 22CFR. 2 i'6.3(a)(9)1 if new activities 
are-added and/or information becomes available which indicates'that activitfos to be funded l;,y 
the pi-ojectmight be "major" and the pl'oject's effect ".significant," this-determi_riation will be 
reviewed and revised ·by the C/AORof the project; and Sttbmitted to the Mission Environment 
Officer and'Bureau. Eovironmental OffiC.er for·appxoval_.and, if appropriate, an envirqrnnental 
assessment will he prepared. It.is the responsibilit)' of the C/AOR to keep·the _Mission 
Environmental' .Officer and the SEO infonned.9f any new information or changes in the ·ac.ti-vity 
that. might requirefovisiori of the S~IEE. 

LIMITATIONS 

This IEE d9es not cover aGtiv[ties (1'111(1. therefore should changes in scope. implicate any-of the 
issues/activities listed betov;1,. a. BEO..:approved amendm~nt sha1l b.e teqtiirc;d), t,bat: 

1 ; AfTect endangered ·$pecies; 
2. JlesulL in wetland or biodiversity deg1·adation or loss; 
.3. Support extraqtive industries (e.g. mining .and quanying); 
4. Pronfote tiinber harvestu1g; . 
5. Provide support for regulatory permittin&; 
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6, Result. in priva.tiz,a1io[l of industrial or infrastructure facilities; 
7, Assist the pi•ocnremcnf (includintp ayment in kind, oo'riation~, guah~1itees· qf creel it) or · 

.use (im,;luding handlin g, . transport, foel for transport, storage, mixing, loading, 
appliGatiQri, clea1iup Qf spray equipinent, ~1d disposal) of pe.sticides or aqtivilies . 
involving pi'ocure,ment, transport, use; ·stotage.; oi• dispo sal of toxic materials and. /or 
pe~tiddes ( cover all ~nseqticides, fimgicides,Tocienticides, etc. covered under the 
Federal insecticicle, Fungicide,·and Rodenticide Act); and 

8. Pro~ure or use ge.netically modiffod organisms. 



Supplen.1entation IEE for North Aqaba \VWTP Phase Ill 

APPROVAL OF SUPPLEMENTALINITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION -
North Aqaba Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase III 

Office Director (acting) 
Clearance 

Program Office 
Clearance 

1) / Mission Environmental Officer 
Clearance 

Resident Legal Officer 
Clearance 

Regional Environmental Advisor 
Clearance 

Deputy Mission Director 
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Office Director 
Cleara11ce 

Prqgram Office (rtqting) 
Cleatauce 

Mission Environment~! Officer 
Clearance 

Rcsid~n,t Legal Officer 
Clearance 

Regional Environmental Advisor 
Cleaianc_e 

Deputy Mission:Director 
Cleara~ice 

MissionDirector.(acting), 
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Bureau Environmental Officer . . . ·. . . . 
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Approved: 
Disapproved: 
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